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September 1, 2015

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

It is with mixed emotions that I announce that I have accepted a call to serve as Associate for Parish
Life and Christian Formation at Christ Church, Grosse Pointe, Michigan, and therefore will resign as
Assistant to the Rector effective September 30. This decision was made only after much prayer and
discernment by my partner, Leah, and me and was not made easily or quickly. This journey of
discernment was done with the full knowledge of our former Rector (the Rev. Canon John
Kitagawa), as well as our Interim Rector (the Rev. Canon Frank Clark). I want to thank our Wardens
(Alison Lee and Herb Burton), and folks at the Diocese (the Rev. Megan Traquair, Canon to the
Ordinary, and our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Kirk Smith), for their support, encouragement and guidance
during this discernment time.

St. Philip’s In The Hills has been a deeply formational community in my ministry for the last three
years. You have given of yourselves as we have done God’s work in the world, together. May we
remember well the mystery of sharing Holy Communion, the St. Philip’s Day dunk tank, our first
Ashes-To-Go imposition, the tears we shed at every memorial, and the joy of baptizing new members
into Christ’s body. There are many memories of hope, joy, laughter and struggles. Thank you for all
of it. I have grown as a priest in countless ways and through you, I have learned about incarnate
grace and hope. 

Under the capable pastoral leadership of the Rev. Canon Frank Clark and your vestry, St. Philip’s
transition will be bright and filled with possibilities. Your presence with each other, your courage to
allow God to transform your lives and your love of God and neighbor are an inspiration. The parish
is bursting at the seams with many blessings and hearts of love, poised to make God’s dream a reality
in this place. 

During my last month, I will do everything possible to wrap up my areas of responsibility and to train
others. I invite you to contact me directly if we need to reconcile or resolve any open issue. Thank
you in advance for your grace and patience during this time.

Know that Leah and I value your friendships. Even while many miles away, I will continue to keep
you in my prayers. 

It has been an honor and privilege to serve the people of St. Philip’s In The Hills and the wider
Tucson community. This parish will always have a special place in my heart.

With many blessings, 
The Rev. Vicki K. Hesse


